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Transcribe



Me, selwan ag kupi em̃ae, tiawi itraus 
traus traus traus, natrauswen ga itaos 
nlag. Itrausi pan kaipa. Me komam uta laap 
kin uto mau, a? Malen umat, inom.  

But when you are far away the old man can 
talk and talk and talk, his story is like 
the wind. He tells it and it is gone. But 
there aren't many of us left. When we die, 
it will be finished.

†Kalfap̃un Mailei, 1998, Erakor Village, Efate, Vanuatu
(NT1-98009-A, 1932.36 1942.16)



Elan
• Transcribe media
• Multiple video files
• Provides a time-aligned transcript of the media

– Index of the media
– Useful for subtitling

• Slow down playback
• Automatic insertion of segments based on silences
• Create a corpus of all transcripts to search over
• Allows multiple tiers to be transcribed (speakers, 

gestures, comments, translations)



Why use Elan?

• Instant access to points in media via 
text

• Well-known standard format that is 
being adopted by online services



Time – aligned audio and transcript in the 
PARADISEC archive



Simple Elan

• Transcribe media
• No speed controls
• Single tier of transcription
• Allows time-aligning of existing 

transcript



• To begin with: make an index of what is 
on a media file
– could be a summary:

• first five minutes are general conversation; next 
ten minutes are singing; next ten minutes is a 
story told by XXX

– could be a transcript (word by word typing  
what is said on the recording)



Installation

• Free download from MPI site

• Version 5.7 (current at July 2019)

• http://tla.mpi.nl/tools/tla-tools/elan/

• SimpleElan version 1.1

• Manual updated 2018-12-05

http://tla.mpi.nl/tools/tla-tools/elan/


Filetypes

• Whatever your system allows:
• .mov, .avi,  .wmv, .mpg
• .wav, .vob, .mp3,

• Annotation is stored in Elan Annotation 
Format (.eaf) 
– XML, schema-based format (= a good thing)



Elan Imports



Elan Exports



Demo files

provided by MPI 
• elan-example1.mpg
• elan-example1.wav
• elan-example1.eaf

• http://www.mpi.nl/tools/elan/elan-example.zip

http://www.mpi.nl/tools/elan/elan-example.zip


Starting Elan

• New file
• Select media (up to 4 media files can be 

jointly annotated)
• You can choose a ‘template’ that has existing 

settings
• Name media and annotation file the same 

(e.g fileX.mpg, fileX.eaf)



Simple Elan

• Allows you to transcribe media
• Drag and drop media file onto the 

opening screen



Simple Elan



Simple Elan



Simple Elan



Simple Elan



Simple Elan

• gives you a time-aligned index of your 
media

• needs no setup
• the file it creates can then be opened in 

Elan



Simple Elan

• Video 



Elan



Use template
A set of ELAN templates for free download. 
There are six templates covering the following types of requirements: 
• Template1.etf: 1 speaker, tiers for Text and Free Translation.
• Template2.etf: 2 speakers, tiers for Text and Free Translation.
• Template3.etf: 2 speakers, tiers for Text, Free Translation, and 

Gesture.
• Template4.etf: 1 speaker, tiers for Text, Word, Gloss, and Free 

Translation.
• Template5.etf: 2 speakers, tiers for Text, Word, Gloss, and Free 

Translation.
• Template6.etf: 2 speakers, tiers for Text, Word, Gloss, Free 

Translation, and Gesture.

http://www.rnld.org/software



• Save your file right away: File>Save. The 
ELAN file extension is .eaf. 

• Set your Automatic backup to 5 minutes. 
File>Automatic Backup>5 minutes. 



• To add an annotation, double-click inside the 
blue area. Type your annotation.  

• To delete an annotation, click the annotation 
so that the horizontal line is blue. Then use 
Edit>Delete Annotation. 



Variable playback speed

• Controls – Rate
• Loop – set a ‘chunk’ then loop over it 

until you transcribe it



Elan corpus

• Search within a document

• Search over a set of Elan files

• Define a folder of files



Elan corpus



Elan corpus



Quick segmentation

• Tier / Segmentation



Quick segmentation

• Tier / Segmentation



Quick segmentation

• This results in an Elan file that has 
chunks or segments ready to be typed 
into

• Saves lots of time
• Set ‘loop’ then enter transcript



Transcription mode



Audio recognizer
Silence Analyzer
• Chunks the media according to ‘silence’
• You can determine what silence is and how long it should be



Elan sources of information
• “Using Elan” (Albert Bickford)
• Elan Manual (Birgit Hellwig et al)
• Andrea Berez’s course on Elan
• Elan mailing list
• CoLang courses


