PARADISEC Sydney Staff Meeting

Room 238, Transient Building F12, University of Sydney

3 August 2010, 2pm

Present: AW, AH, LB, (on skype) JM, NT

1. Business arising from previous minutes

ACTION: AH is still to add a rule to the workflow that remote ingestion stations must input metadata before sending files to Azoulay

Wollongong still haven’t decided whether they want us to archive their files – ACTION: we will keep a backup until we hear otherwise from them.

A contract has been set up for Ping to check the Chinese brochure, ACTION: AH will follow up with her about a meeting time.  LB suggested we can also get her to add Chinese links to the downloadable Chinese brochure on the website.

AH has a costing for printing the brochure and ACTION: will get 1000 of each of the three language brochures printed once the Chinese one is ready.

AW is yet to install software on the image mac, ACTION: he will get CS5 to install.

ACTION: AW is still to add details of the remote transfer error-check script to the Operations Manual.

ACTION: AW will call Steve Wilson to find out about Studer problem, if nothing happens, LB will write Steve a letter.

ACTION: NT will send through the updated remote ingestion procedures for Melbourne when he has them.

NT has been corresponding with Alec Coop about his metadata and discussion is ongoing.  NT noted that Barry Alpher’s materials are still sitting on Azoulay without metadata

JM has created SAW3&4 but thinks they may be the same as the online photos, ACTION: she will cross check to ensure that she doesn’t double up.

2. Report from Melbourne

Rachel’s Wombaya tapes are slowly being digitised.  Brett Baker has videos in the queue and there is ANDS funding in Melbourne for video.

A student has been employed to clean up the collection level metadata in the catalogue, 30 hours have been funded by ANDS.  Steve White will create a field for unpublished notes and a title so the collection data can be made more public.  LB pointed out that we need to get a firm costing for Steve’s work before proceeding.

Steve Bennett will export a static repository while we’re developing the dynamic harvesting.  There is a problem of compatibility with early versions of MySQL that are on Azoulay.

EOPAS – Sylvia and John are writing upload and ingestion of media files and by Dec 15 there will be an open source version in SourceForge.

3. Report from ANU

Julia has been familiarising herself with the equipment, digitising reels and cassettes.  She has been having meetings with Maggie Shapely re cross-referencing the metadata and went to the ITIC conference which included an audio and video preservation workshop by NFSA about the care of reel to reel tapes.  This will be a good connection to have for advice and parts.  ACTION: AW will post a few empty reels to JM and is finding out about a switcher with 4 inputs.  LB suggested that Broadcast Workshop may be able to build it.

Stu Hungerford has left NCI and has gone to ANDS.  Stu has briefed someone at NCI about our project. ACTION: LB will find the details and let JM know.

LB pointed out that it would be good for JM to have a meeting with Aaron Corn whose video lab should be in some stage of being set up, the meeting might include the NCI person. ACTION: JM will circulate a report on the meeting.

4. Report from Sydney

LB has had a couple of meetings regarding Fieldhelper – the money has been sitting in waiting for 8 months.  LB reported that it’s taken so long with negotiations between Sydney, Intersect and ANDS that Intersect are anxious about including another party.  LB talked to them about having an add-on to meet NT’s needs and suggested EOPAS xml.  NT is happy just to be a user of the finished product, LB agreed that that might be the easiest solution.  Because LB is away for much of this semester, Ross Coleman is taking over talking to lawyers etc.

5. Azoulay

AW reported that Azoulay will be virtualised as is and then a new server will be created to gradually transfer Azoulay, testing as we go.  It will be a part of virtualising all of the arts servers. This is a long-term plan for solving the Azoulay problem. LB asked about the timeline, AW is still waiting to hear and for the Arts Faculty to get the space.  AW reported that we’ve recovered 300GB of space. ACTION: LB will write to Jim Richardson and stress the urgency and need for help with transferring Azoulay and will try and find out about the hold-up and proposed time-line. ACTION: AW will forward the correspondence to LB.  ICT may need to contact ACL about the database and MySQL (once we have the space and Azoulay is virtualised).

LB asked whether there is anyone who could step into his role once he’s no longer in Sydney.  AW suggested that Nick W and Diego understand how most processes work. ACTION: AW will train up Nick.  Once Aidan goes to Melbourne, ACTION: LB will formalise his access to Azoulay, she noted that if the LIEF funding comes through, there will be a full-time audio/systems person.  
6. Report on Collections

PCI has been completed but materials haven’t yet been returned. ACTION: AW & LB will go to Marrickville to get the tape back from Steve Wilson.  AW will call him today.

SWALSC – this collection has also been completed, ACTION: AH to check with Diego about how long the DVD burning has taken him.

Andrea Berez’ latest discs have been ingested by AH

Collections in progress include LG in Melbourne and Ros Dunlop’s – the metadata is already in the database for this ACTION: AH will check whether Ros has submitted a deposit form.

Diego has been working on Martin Thomas’ ARC project – soon that will be put online with authentication.  The grant includes $2000/yr for PDSC infrastructure support. ACTION: AH to arrange a journal transfer from A7568 for this amount.

LB noted that the Murriny Patha song project and Western Arnhem Land song project collections need ongoing storage and maybe they should be ingested into PDSC.  NCI has backed up Azoulay so there will be some existing copy.  Nick Ward has been working on this.

Myf and Mary Loughren’s Central Australia website is at Griffith and interviews have been recorded with annotations which could be a good one for EOPAS towards the end of the year.

7. Any other business

HR reported that we’ve been given level 6 organisation status which means we get our own RIBG code.

NT pointed out that there are faulty files in “Send to Seal” but some are already on Store. ACTION: AW will cross-check and delete any double-ups – LB suggested that this job could be delegated to Nick W – AW agreed to brief NW before he goes away.

The next operations meeting will be held on the 7th Sep to coincide with the AGM.

