PARADISEC Sydney Staff Meeting

Room 238, Transient Building F12, University of Sydney

9 September 2009, 2pm

Present: Linda Barwick (LB), Nick Thieberger (on Skype) (NT), Aidan Wilson (AW), Amanda Harris (AH)
1. Business from Previous Minutes

ACTION: AH to follow up on the CLV1 CDs sent to the Menzies library to check that they have now all been sent.

AH and NT updated the deposit form, but all agreed that a question needs to be added for users to indicate what they want to do with the data. ACTION:  AH to add an additional question.

We haven’t heard anything more from Jim Richardson regarding replacing Azoulay. ACTION: LB to follow up with Jim.  NT reported that the server hasn’t been installed yet in Melbourne, perhaps if it is not installed soon, it should be sent to Sydney.

ACTION: Aidan to follow up with Jadran Mimica about his collection

LB hasn’t heard from Roslyn Poignant. ACTION: LB to contact Martin Thomas about her collection.

Upcoming jobs include Rachel’s collection to be digitised in Melbourne and the Wurm collection at ANU. ACTION: AH to write to Nick Evans for an update on plans for digitising the Wurm collection.

LB reported that nothing came of her conversations with Diana Newham.

2. Wayne Dye collection

Wayne has posted his first lot of DVDs containing files to be ingested.  The files are expected to be in the correct format, with conformant filenames and metadata, so this should be a low-overheads ingestion job.

3. University of Wollongong job

UoW are about to send a collection of 73 tapes from Percy Cochrane.  They are likely to be mould affected and at least some will need to be baked.  ACTION: AH to follow up with Noel Broadhead to find out when the tapes are likely to arrive.  AH has contacted Diego who will be available 1-2 days per week to work on this.

4. APRIL project

AW reported that there have been 9 more tapes to work on for the APRIL collection.  LB noted that if the LIEF grant comes through, there will be more potential funding for this.

5. Access requests for audio files

There have recently been a large number of access requests for items in the repository. ACTION: AH to set up a log of requests.  Edgar Suter is about to be given access to the KM1 collection.  There is another request from Kevin Thompson. AW suggested following ASEDA’s approach of having those who need access request permission from the depositor.  AH suggested we might need to go through the catalogue and contact any depositors who haven’t submitted deposit forms so that we have access conditions for each collection. LB suggested we need to develop some policy for dealing with requests for material, especially for collections with uncontactable depositors.  The policy should be approved by the steering committee.

For the Wurm collection we should contact Nick Evans, the Menzies library and Malcolm Ross.

6. ANDS spatial data

Linda thought it might be a good idea for PDSC to share spatial data through the Australian National Data Service.

7. Catalogue work

AW hasn’t had time to meet with Steven Hayes about dealing with the catalogue to do list, they may meet tomorrow afternoon. ACTION: AW to follow up with Steven

8. eResearch projects

LB has been talking to Jim Richardson about a search interface.  Fieldhelper was explicitly mentioned in ANDS grant awarded $135,000 over 1-2 years.  This will be a good opportunity to have a say without managing the grant.  LB will be on the steering committee.

Margaret Kartomi has emailed asking if PDSC would like to be involved in a grant application she is writing. ACTION: LB will reply that PDSC would willingly be involved if it’s not extra work for us.

In Melbourne, NT met with Sylvia about setting up the streaming server, Gavin says there is money available.  LB suggested we should try to connect the project going on in Sydney with Melbourne.

LB is meeting with Myf Turpin and the Corpus of Australian Linguists at Griffith.

ACTION: LB still needs to chase up Denis Crowdy who has an Annodex server for music.

NT suggested having a workshop in Sydney before the end of the year – the 2nd December might be a possible date (or end of November)

9. Steering Committee

The need to revive the steering committee was discussed.  LB suggested writing to current committee members and asking if they still want to be on the committee. ACTION: LB and NT will go through the current list and discuss over email.

10.  Any other business

Staffing – AW is very busy at the moment.  LB suggested we should think about bridging staffing until the possible LIEF grant allows for new staff appointments.  Aaron Corn’s Future Fellowship has money allowed for equipment etc.  NT also has RA money – the meeting discussed whether the admin set-up should be restructured – the website for example could be handled anywhere.  LB suggested some time needs to be put into updating the operations manual so that new staff can more easily take over.

AH will be on leave at the end of Oct till the 2nd week of Nov

LB also away during that time

NT away the first two weeks of Nov

March/April next year might be a good time to aim towards a Paradisec event.
