PARADISEC Sydney Staff Meeting

Room 238, Transient Building F12, University of Sydney

8 December 2008

Present: Tom Honeyman, Aidan Wilson, Linda Barwick, Jeremy Hammond, Diego Mora, Nick Thieberger, Amanda Harris

Apologies:  Jane Simpson
1. business from previous minutes

AH still needs to make a list of tapes that have already been returned to Canberra to send to the Menzies library so that the tapes can be transferred there.

ACTION: AH to add a note to the operations manual about realigning the Rimage robot arm.

The Nagra V’s battery needs replacing, ACTION: AW to test and send off for replacement.

2. catalogue

AH has written numerous emails to Steven Hayes and three of the minor jobs on the list of requests have now been done. ACTION:  AH to write a report and circulate on what we’ve requested since paying ACL $15,000 and what has been done.  AH is currently unable to access the jobtrack system to check on these jobs ACTION:  AH to ask Martin to fix jobtrack login.

AW raised the BWF header problem and suggested that the new server could host the catalogue, blog etc.  NT suggested that Melbourne e-research could offer support for the catalogue.  TH has also built a Muradora catalogue, but it is not entirely ready to be implemented.  LB suggested that we need to write a funding application to fix up the catalogue – probably LIEF.  The Free University in Berlin have developed a D2R server which translates from an SQL database to RDF.  All agreed that we need to get away from the reliance on ACL and need to update MySQL.

3. funding for 2009

One option is the National Collaborative Research funding – the money could be received in 2009.

There are not many internal cash jobs coming up, but there are more Wurm materials that need to be processed: possible funding for these could come from ANU.

20% of NT’s QEII grant is for PDSC and it has money for a programmer

NT will be keeping his position in Hawaii so could apply for grants there as well.

NT suggested that we should be keeping track of anyone doing scholarly research which uses the PDSC collection

4. Incorporation

LB, NT and AH agreed to look at receiving funds through the gift fund this afternoon

5. leaflet

TH suggested producing a dateless version of the leaflet and producing lots of copies so that it doesn’t needed to be updated often.  Michael Rosas already quoted on redesigning the leaflet, LB suggested that AH request an updated quote.  DM offered to redesign it as he has done that kind of work before.

6. consortium

Membership of the PDSC consortium was discussed – how can new members join?  TH suggested introducing a once yearly contribution for membership with associated benefits.

LB pointed out that the new VC is looking at all consortia at the University of Sydney – it might be possible to get advice on good models – NT suggested looking at AusLit (Ross Coleman), they possibly have a subscription fee.

Any changes would need to be discussed with the steering committee and MoUs would need to be renewed.

ACTION: LB & NT to write to the steering committee.  

7. MOA – Hawaii

The MoA needs to be signed off by a higher authority at the University of Sydney – possibly through either the Arts Faculty or the Digital Innovation Unit.

8. harvesting

There is a problem with OLAC harvesting whereby the metadata in certain categories doesn’t get harvested.

TH also suggested reconciling the contents of store with the tape back-ups.  AH pointed out that the archive tapes have recently been replaced with larger capacity tapes. ACTION:  AH to ask Tim Nicholson for a list of correlations on the new and old tapes.

AH to enquire with Abed whether the procedure for retrieving data from the back-ups has changed (using Networker to recover data).

9. blog/website

All agreed that the blog and webserver could be shifted to Melbourne, the main website can be left in Sydney.  The blog would need redirects and links back to the archived version.  LB suggested it could be archived in PDSC.

NT suggested that it would be useful to set up a public and an internal wiki. ACTION:  NT to request through Melbourne that a new wiki be set up for us.

10.  procedures for handling originals

ACTION: JH and AW to spend time putting the tapes currently held in the office in order for easy locating.  

ACTION:  AH to put a standard return to depositors letter on Azoulay and circulate its location.

11.  equipment loans

Problem of billing students for casual equipment borrowing was raised.  AH suggested that journal transfers could be arranged through the student’s school.  Some of the old equipment could be disposed of via Assets Disposal. ACTION: JH to make a list of equipment to potentially be disposed of.  AH to find procedure for asset disposal.

12.  outstanding collections for digitisation (CR1)

37 tapes remain in the CR1 collection – we could possibly apply for funding from the Rockefeller Foundation? ACTION:  NT to send another letter to them to enquire.

13.  conference

NT is hosting a language documentation conference on March 12th in Hawaii, there will be 150 presentations.

14.  steering committee

see item 6
15.  Any other business

LB suggested there should be a blog about the annual meeting, ideas for next year, major issues and the fact that we’re about to hit 4 TB in the archive.







