PARADISEC Sydney Staff Meeting

Room 238, Transient Building F12, University of Sydney

3:15pm, 20 May 2008

Present: Linda Barwick (LB), Suzana Sukovic (SS), Aidan Wilson (AW), Amanda Harris (AH) 

1. Apologies received from Allan Marett, Jane Simpson (JS)
LB moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting with one amendment to the heading of item 10, AW seconded

2. Business arising from last minutes
(Gary Holton)

AW and AH unsure whether Gary Holton already has his login details for the catalogue.  He has had a username for some time and Amanda doesn’t want to change the password in case he is still using it.  ACTION: AH to request that catalogue administrators be able to view passwords of users.
(Metadata entry)

ACTION: AH still needs to alter the metadata spreadsheet

(Wurm images)

NT is going to look at uploading the Wurm images when he’s back in Australia
(Australian poetry project)
AW will invoice as soon as the first batch of tapes are ready

(Kathy Marsh)
ACTION: LB will follow up with Kathy Marsh about whether she still requires PDSC to digitise her tapes.
(staffing)

ACTION: AH will put up notices about looking for casual assistance for two ½ days per week.
(Hawaii invoice)
NT is looking into other possibilities for invoicing – maybe through Melbourne.  

(Northern Territory Library staffing)
LB reported that after consultation with Sydnovate, it became clear that employing someone through Paradisec for the library is not practical at the moment.  
(DELAMAN)

The next DELAMAN meeting has been scheduled for the 19 September.  ACTION: LB will follow up the notification from the IASA organisers.

(Macquarie RAMP project)
ACTION: LB will follow up with Annette Maclaren as she has not heard back from her.

(USyd Library hosting of PDSC collection)

This will be raised again at the next meeting (in June) for discussion

(ANU digitisation unit)

AW has been negotiating times to go to ANU to train users of the digitisation workstation. ACTION: AW to clarify with Tom that the uni holidays are the best time for him to go to Canberra.
3. Staff Reports

Suzana: has met with Linda and Ross Coleman and settled on a fortnightly seminar series on Fridays.  She also plans to continue looking into developing a website.  LB, Ross, Ian Johnson and SS will meet every 6 weeks and SS would also like to have meetings including all staff involved.

Aidan: recently discovered that the ethnologue codes were not appearing in the BWF metadata.  A request has been lodged with ACL to fix the script and AW is holding off on sealing the LD1 files until it is working.

AW has been looking at the University Archives’ Warlpiri recordings – Julia Mant is satisfied with AW’s assessment of the recordings: that the poor quality of the sound could be slightly improved but will still be poor.

AW is willing to go to Canberra to provide training to ANU staff and proposed the week of the 9th of June. Tom Honeyman is unsure whether that will work for them

LB mentioned the need to work out a distributed video workflow from ANU & Melbourne – this will need local IT support in both places.  AW suggested that it would be useful to set up a drop box on Azoulay with write but not read permissions, so that files could be dropped there from various locations.

AW reported on the meeting he and LB had with Abed Kassis:  Azoulay is to be upgraded.  Abed has set up new Arts user accounts for PDSC Audiocubes 1, 2 and 3.  ACTION: AW will liaise further with Abed to have operations changed over to the new accounts.
Amanda: AH and AW met with Steven Hayes to discuss the outstanding jobs for the catalogue.  Steven has assured us that they will get done quickly and advised AH to assign all future jobs to him rather than Tom Murtagh who will still be doing some contract work with the ACL.

AH has been importing and entering metadata for the LD1 collection.  This has been more time consuming that anticipated, and AH is wondering about the practicality of offering the spreadsheet option for metadata entry when it is so time consuming to get all of the metadata into the catalogue from the spreadsheets.  Some of the issues are that repeating fields can’t be imported and data can only be imported into the items table (so that the relations field for example needs to be entered manually).  AH suggested perhaps the spreadsheet should be kept as a backup option, but that it would be better if depositors can enter their metadata into the catalogue directly if they are able to.
AH and AW also asked whether Tom Honeyman’s new catalogue design was likely to be able to be implemented in the foreseeable future.  ACTION: AH to draft a query to Tom about whether this is feasible or whether we are likely to continue to rely on the current catalogue.

Linda: 
Diego Mora is now working on Allan’s CD project.  AW might sit in on the work to learn about advanced tools for audio editing.  LB suggested that it would be useful to have something about mastering in the operations manual.  AW will also do some casual research assistance for this project.
James will be here until mid-August.  He is rewriting the database to interface with Heurist.  We will need to recruit a programmer to include other information, this could potentially lead into a third version of the catalogue.

The contract for the RAMP project still hasn’t been sorted out and will be followed up.  A subset of Australian materials from the PARADISEC collection has been created to be included in the OzIndigenous search engine.  ACTION: AH will download the mp3s for the items in this set and put them in a folder on Azoulay in \webapps
LB gave a talk mentioning PDSC at Shanghai Conservatory

LB added to the report on the meeting with Abed that she was able to clarify the structure of the ex-META Centre – it has now been divided into a teaching and learning unit and Arts Digital.  LB pointed out that it will be important to clarify the distinction between the new Digital Innovation Unit and Arts Digital.
Linda will be away up north and intermittently out of contact from 9/7-20/8

